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UM JOURNALISM STUDENTS PERFORM WELL IN REGIONAL COMPETITION 
MISSOULA-
Ten University of Montana journalism students captured awards during the recent 
Society of Professional Journalists regional competition. Students competed in SPJ’s region 10, 
which includes Montana, Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. The UM winners were:
■ Paige Parker, a junior in print journalism from Lame Deer, who placed first for 
general news reporting.
■ Kim Skornogoski, a print journalism graduate from Havre, who placed first for in- 
depth reporting.
■ Adrienne Gump, a senior in photojournalism from Spokane, Wash., who placed 
first for general news photo.
■ Meghan Flesh, a broadcast journalism graduate from Kirkwood, Mo., who placed 
first for television in-depth reporting.
■ John Locher, a junior in photojournalism from Milwaukee, who placed second for 
general news photo.
■ Sam Dean, a senior in photojournalism from Lubbock, Texas, who received a 
second place and honorable mention in the feature photo category. Dean also received a second 
for sports photo.
■ Tom Mullen, a print journalism graduate from Helena, who tied for second in the 
in-depth reporting category.
■ Lisa Kerscher, a print journalism graduate of the master’s program from Missoula, 
tied for second in the in-depth reporting category.
■ Jason Asters, a senior in photojournalism from Snellville, Ga., who placed third for 
general news photo.
■ Katie Oyan, a senior in print journalism from Kadoka, S.D., who received an 
honorable mention for feature writing.
The Society of Professional Journalists is the nation’s largest and most broad-based 
journalism organization. It is dedicated to encouraging the free practice of journalism and
-more-
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stimulating high standards of ethical behavior. Founded in 1909 as Sigma Delta Chi, SPJ also 
promotes the free flow of information vital to a well-informed citizenry; works to inspire and 
educate the next generation of journalists; and protects First Amendment guarantees of 
freedom of speech and press.
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